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March  7,  1986 


The  Russell  Homestead 

Walter  S.  &  Helen  Russell  Powell 

RD  1,  Box  40 

Carbondale,  Pennsylvania  18407 
Dear  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powell: 

Governor  Dick  Thornburgh  has  often  noted  that  in  the 
beginning  we  were  a  nation  of  farmers  and  farm  communities.  The 
farm  family  is  still  the  backbone  of  our  state  and  nation.  The 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agriculture  is  firmly  committed  to  the 
preservation  of  our  family  farms  and  our  farmland  resources. 

The  Century  Farms  Program  seeks  to  recognize  those  farm 
families  which  have  done  so  much  to  contribute  to  our 
Commonwealth's  economic  and  agricultural  heritage.  For  more  than 
200  years  our  farm  families  have  worked  to  make  Pennsylvania  the 
leading  agricultural  state  in  the  Northeast.  Today, 
Pennsylvania's  58,000  farm  families  produce  more  than  $4  billion 
annually  in  farm  products. 

The  Century  Farms  Program  was  established  to  help  publicize 
the  strengths  and  durability  of  our  farm  families.  Our  goal  is  to 
stress  the  importance  of  agriculture,  and  specifically  the  family 
farm,  to  all  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  recognize  your  Lackawanna  County  Farm  as 
an  official  Pennsylvania  Century  Farm  and  to  wish  you  continued 
success.  Your  Century  Farm  is  proof  that  Pennsylvania  Agriculture 
is  truly  Growing  Better! 


RICHARD  E.  GRUBB 
Secretary  of  Agriculture 


